IN THE COURT OF THE QUAPAW NATION
(THE O-GAH-PAH)

________________________
Petitioner
Vs.

________________________
________________________
Respondent

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

CASE NO. _____

_________

(To be entered by the Court Clerk)

PETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE
COMES NOW the Petitioner, ________________________, and files this Petition for the Dissolution of Marriage
between the Petitioner and Respondent, ________________________, in the Quapaw Nation Tribal Court, and
alleges and states under oath that the following information is true and correct:

1. That Quapaw Nation Court has subject matter jurisdiction to hear and decide this matter because the
Petitioner/Respondent currently resides within Indian Country at the following
address:___________________________________________________________________________
and has lived there for more than 90 days, since________________________. (provide date)
2. That Quapaw Nation Court has personal jurisdiction to hear and decide this matter because the Petitioner
stipulates to the jurisdiction of the Court and: (choose option A, B, or C, as it applies to your situation.)
A. The Petitioner is an enrolled member of the

Nation/Tribe and Roll # is
______________ with a mailing address of _______________________________________________
and the Respondent is an enrolled member of the________________________ Nation/Tribe with a
mailing address of _____________________________________________________________.

B. The Petitioner is a NON-Indian with a mailing address of__________________________________

______________________________________________ and the Respondent is an enrolled member of the
________________________Nation/Tribe and Roll # ________________with a mailing address of
_______________________________________________________________________________.
C. The Petitioner is an enrolled member of the

Nation/ Tribe and Roll # _________
with a mailing address of ____________________________________________________________,
and the Respondent is a NON-Indian who stipulates to the jurisdiction of this court with a mailing address

of

____________________________.

3. That the parties hereto were married on or about the
day of
in the year ________at
_________________________________________________________ (provide the location or address
where the marriage is registered), by _____ common law marriage or _____ ceremonial marriage (attach
Marriage license or certificate as an exhibit) and the following information about the parties is true and
correct:
Petitioner:
Occupation
Date of Birth and Last 4 of SSN #:
Residence Address:
Indian Land: (Yes or No)
Length of time at address indicated:
Respondent:
Occupation:
Date of Birth and Last 4 of SSN#:
Residence Address:
Indian Land: (Yes or No)
Length of time at address indicated:

4. That of the marriage

(the number of children) or no children have been born

as follows: (List each child and their information separately – use additional pages as needed.)
Child(s) Name
Roll #

DOB

Last 4 of SSN#

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________

That the Petitioner/Respondent is/is not pregnant currently:
If the answer is YES, the birth of said child is expected on or about the _______day of______________, 20____.
The Father of said child is ___________________________and his address is:
_________________________________________________________________________________________.

5. That as grounds for Dissolution of the Marriage, the Petitioner alleges that the marriage is irretrievably
broken because: (select A or B and delete the one that does not apply.)
A. The parties have lived separately and apart for 180 days before the date that this petition is filed.
B. There is serious marital discord adversely affecting the attitude and well-being of one or both of the

parties toward the marriage, and there is not reasonable prospect of reconciliation.

6. That during the said marriage of the parties hereto they have: (Select A, B or C and delete the ones that do not
apply.)
A. Not accumulated any land, buildings or other personal property that should be divided by the Court.
B. Acquired the following land and/or buildings (include real property only) which should be divided by

the Court. (Attach all deeds or other evidence of land ownership.)
a.

Land Legal Description:
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

b.

Physical Address of Land:
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

c.

Trust Land: (Yes or No)
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

C. Acquired the following personal property during the period of their marriage, which is jointly held by

both parties, which should be divided as follows:
Petitioner to be awarded: (List each with a brief description and value)
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Respondent to be awarded: (List each with a brief description and value)
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
7. That during said marriage of the parties hereto they have: (Choose A or B and delete the one that does not
apply.)
A. Not incurred any indebtedness, loans, bills, or unpaid accounts.
B. Have incurred the following indebtedness, loans, bills or unpaid accounts and the responsibility of the

payment of this indebtedness should be addressed by the court as follows:

Petitioner to pay: (List account(s) and the amount owed.)
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Respondent to pay: (List account(s) and the amount owed.)
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
(Attach all notes, bills, statements, etc. or other evidence of indebtedness.)
8. That the Petitioner/Respondent is a fit and proper person to have custody of the minor child/children of
the parties and that custody of the child/children should be awarded to the Petitioner/Respondent. (Select
one option and delete the other one.)
9. NOTE: For this paragraph, select the wording that applies from A, B, C, or D and delete all that do not
apply.)
A. That the Petitioner requests that the Respondent be given custody of the minor child/children, but that

the Petitioner be permitted to visit said child/children at reasonable times and places as determined by
the Court according to the following schedule: Every other weekend from 6 PM on Friday until 6 PM
on Sunday.
B. The Respondent should have the right to visit with said child/children at reasonable times and places as

determined by the Court, according to the following schedule:
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

C. The Respondent should not be permitted visitation because it is not in the best interest of the child/

children, because of the following reasons:
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
(Please explain and use additional pages if needed to fully inform the Court of the situation.)

D. An alternate visitation schedule described below should be adopted by the court to permit the

Petitioner/Respondent to visit the minor child/children.
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
(Please explain and use additional pages as needed to inform the Court of the situation.)

10. That the Petitioner/Respondent should be ordered and directed to make regular periodic payments of child
support for the maintenance and support of the child/children of the parties above named until the
child/children reaches 18 years of age.
11. That the Petitioner/Respondent should be restored to her maiden name as follows:
____________________________________.
*** IF HUSBAND IS FILING PETITION, HE CANNOT REQUEST NAME CHANGE FOR WIFE. SHE
(RESPONDENT) MUST FILE AN ANSWER/COUNTER CLAIM STATING THEY WANT THEIR MAIDEN NAME
RESTORED. LEAVE THIS SECTION OFF IF YOU ARE THE HUSBAND FILING. ***

12. That the Petitioner certifies to the Court that: (choose A or B and delete the other one.)
A. No other divorce action has been filed by either the Petitioner or Respondent in any other state or tribal

court as of the date of the filing of this petition.
Another divorce action was previously files in the following court: (Name of Court, address, city and
state) and the file number of that divorce action is as follows: (indicate if the case is opened or closed.)
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
13. NOTE: Choose this paragraph only if needed. Delete any part that does not apply.
AUTOMATIC TEMPORARY INJUNCTION ORDERS. The orders contained within the Automatic
Temporary Injunction Notice herein should all remain in full force and effect, to wit: Both parties should
continue to be restrained, enjoined, and prohibited from the following:
A. Disrupting or withdrawing any child(ren) of this marriage from an educational facility, program, or

day-care where the child(ren) historically have been enrolled.
B. Hiding or secreting any child(ren) of this marriage from the other party.
C. Removing any child(ren) of this marriage beyond the jurisdiction of the State of Oklahoma, acting

directly or in concert with others, except for vacations of two (2) weeks or less duration, without the
prior written consent of the other party, which shall not be unreasonably withheld.
D. Selling, mortgaging, encumbering, transferring, loaning, giving away, concealing or in any way

disposing of, without the written consent of the other party or an order of the Court, any marital
property, except:
a. In the usual course of operating a business;
b. For the purpose of retaining an attorney for the case; or
c. For the necessities of life

Each party shall notify the other party of any proposed other expenditures and shall account to the court
for all such expenditures made after this injunction went into effect.
E. Intentionally or knowingly damaging or destroying the tangible property of the parties, or either of

them, including, but not limited to, any document that represents or embodies anything of value.

F. Making a withdrawal for any purpose from any retirement, profit-sharing, pension, death, or other

employee benefit plan or employee savings plan or from any individual retirement account or Keogh
account.
G. Withdrawing or borrowing in any manner all or any part of the cash surrender value of life insurance

policies on either party or their child(ren).
H. Changing or in any manner altering the beneficiary designation on any life insurance policies of either

party or any of their children.
I.

Canceling, altering, or in any manner affecting any casualty, automobile, homeowners’, or health
insurance policies insuring the parties’ property or persons.

J. Opening or diverting mail addressed to the other party.
K. Signing or endorsing the other party’s name on any negotiable instrument, check, or draft, such as tax

refunds, insurance payments, and dividends, or attempting to negotiate any negotiable instruments
payable to either party without the personal signature of the other party.
L.

Both spouses are ordered to maintain and keep in force all presently existing health, property, vehicle,
homeowners’ life and other insurance which you are presently carrying on any member of this family
unit, or property or vehicle, and to cooperate as necessary in the filing and processing of claims. Any
employer provided health insurance currently in existence shall remain in full force and effect for all
family members.

WHEREFORE, premises considered, the Petitioner prays that upon hearing this case, the Court grant and
award the Petitioner a Decree of Divorce from the Respondent and all the relief requested herein and such
other and further relief as to which the Petitioner may be entitled.

_______________________________
(Petitioner’s Signature)
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
(Address)
_______________________________
(Phone Number)

QUAPAW NATION
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this the

day of

, 20

.

Notary Public or Court Clerk

_____________________________________________
BY:
(Seal)

My Commission Expires:

IN THE COURT OF THE QUAPAW NATION
(THE O-GAH-PAH)
)
)
)
)
)
)
Case No.
)
)
)
)
)

Plaintiff(s),
v.

Respondent(s).

SUMMONS
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S):
NAME:
ADDRESS
You have been sued by the above-named Plaintiff(s), and you are directed to file a written answer to the
attached Petition for Dissolution of Marriage in the Court at the above address within thirty-day (30) business days
after the date of service of this summons upon you. Within the same time, a copy of your answer must be delivered or
mailed to the attorney for the Plaintiff and/ or the Plaintiff and the Quapaw Nation Court Clerk Office at P.O. Box 765,
Quapaw, Ok 74363.
ISSUED this the __________ day of _______________, 20____.
[SEAL]
By:
MARISELA LONG, COURT CLERK
Plaintiff:
Name:
Address:

Telephone:
This summons was served on (date of service):
Signature of person serving summons
INSTRUCTIONS: You may seek the advice of an attorney on any matter connected with this suit or your answer. Such
attorney should be consulted immediately so that an answer may be filed within the time limit stated in the Summons.

IN THE COURT OF THE QUAPAW NATION
(THE O-GAH-PAH)

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF NEED TO CONSULT ATTORNEY
Court Rules and Regulations

I,

acknowledge that I am aware that an attorney should be consulted

about procedure, legal rights, and advice in connection with this proceeding and my failure to hire an attorney to
represent me in this case may result in the loss of or waiver of important legal rights that I may have. I
understand the Court Rules of the Quapaw Nation Tribal Court and the laws of the Quapaw Nation Tribal Code
under Resolution No. 072415-A Quapaw Tribal Dissolution of Marriage Code may govern the procedures in the
Court and that I should review and consult the rules, laws and the regulations and become familiar with these
provisions in order to properly handle my case.

__________________________________
Petitioner’s Signature

QUAPAW NATION
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this the

day of

, 20

.

Notary Public or Court Clerk

_____________________________________________
BY:
(Seal)

My Commission Expires:

IN THE COURT OF THE QUAPAW NATION
(THE O-GAH-PAH)
AFFIDAVIT PURSUANT TO UNIFORM CHILD
CUSTODY JURISDICTION ACT

QUAPAW NATION
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
I,_________________________________________________________, being first duly sworn, state:
(Name of Petitioner)
1.

I am the Petitioner in a civil action currently pending in this Court.
and

2.

are the parents

of ________________________minor [child/children]
(# of Children)
,

, born

;

Name of Child

DOB

,

, born

;

Name of Child

DOB

,

, born

;

Name of Child

DOB

,

, born

;

Name of Child

DOB

A. The present address of the [child/children] is
_____________________________________________________________________________________.
B. The [child/children] [has/have] resided with the following persons at the following addresses for the
past five (5) years: [Or list address for the past five (5) years]
Dates To & From
Zip

Address

City

State

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
I have not participated as a party, witness or in any other capacity, in other litigation concerning the custody of the
[child/children] in this state or in any other state. [EXCEPT:
].
a. I have no knowledge of any custody proceeding concerning the [child/children] pending in any

court.
b. I know of no other party not a party to these proceedings who has physical custody of the [child/

children] or claims to have custody or visitation rights with respect to the [child/children].

c. The [child/children] [is/are] not of Indian descent. [OR] The [child/children] [is/are] [a member

of/member of] the

.
Name of Tribe

1. I have prepared this Affidavit in compliance with the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction Act and

understand that I have a continuing duty to inform the Court of any custody proceeding concerning the
[child/children] in this or any other state of which I obtain information during this proceeding.

Petitioner
Quapaw Nation
State of Oklahoma

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this the

day of

, 20

_____

Notary Public or Court Clerk

_____________________________________________
BY:
(Seal)

My Commission Expires:

.

IF PARTIES HAVE MINOR CHILDREN, THIS FORM NEEDS TO BE INCLUDED WITH PETITION

NOTICE:
Please read your Decree to determine if it accurately states your position, i.e. does your Decree state that you are
appearing in person and the respondent is not appearing, but has signed an Entry of Appearance and Waiver allowing
you to be divorced without Respondents presence? Is there such an Entry of Appearance and Waiver in the file? If
not, your Decree is not accurate and WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
Does your Decree state that your Respondent spouse has been served with a summons of service? If so, was the
service by certified mail? If the green card does not have the signature of your spouse on it, it may not be good. If the
green card was signed by someone other than your spouse, it must be signed by someone who lives at the same place
and is more than 15 years old. You must be prepared to testify that you recognize the signature of the person signing
the green card, and if he/she is not your spouse, whether he lives in the same place and is more than 15 years old.
The Decree must recite that he/she was served with summons, and has failed to answer or respond, and is in default.
The Respondent has 30 days to file an answer to the Summons. Your case cannot be heard before the 30 days they
are allowed to file a response.
The Entry of Appearance and Waiver cannot be signed or notarized until 24 hours after the Petition for Divorce has
been filed.

IN THE COURT OF THE QUAPAW NATION
(THE O-GAH-PAH)

)
)
)
)
)
)

Plaintiff
VS.

Case No.____________

Respondent
ENTRY OF APPEARANCE AND WAIVER
COMES NOW____________________________________, the Respondent herein, the undersigned and
acknowledges receipt of a copy of the Petition for Dissolution of Marriage filed and states that he/she has read and
understands the same, hereby waives the issuance, service and return of process upon his/her in this action, enters
a voluntary appearance in this cause and submits to the jurisdiction of the Quapaw Nation.
Dated this

day of

, 20___.

___________
Respondent’s Signature
Please print your contact information:

STATE OF
COUNTY OF
Signed before me this

)
)
day of

, 20______

(Seal)

Court Clerk and/ or Notary Public

My Commission Expires:

IN THE COURT OF THE QUAPAW NATION
(THE O-GAH-PAH)

)
)
)
)
)
)

Petitioner,
VS.

Case No.____________

Respondent
DECREE OF DIVORCE
(Select the paragraph that applies to your case; modify as needed and delete others.)
(A)

Now on this
day of
, 20
the above entitled cause comes on for trial
on its merits, the Petitioner appearing in person, and the Respondent appears not, having heretofore
executed and filed sufficient waiver of service of summons and entry of appearance.

(B)

Now on this
day of
, 20
the above entitled cause comes on for trial
on its merits, the Petitioner appearing in person and Respondent appears not. The court finds the
Respondent has been served with summons and has failed to answer and is in default.

(C)

Now on this
day of
, 20
the above entitled cause comes on for trial
on its merits, the Petitioner appearing in person, and the Respondent was duly served notice by
publication, the court having examined notice by publication and proof of publication on file in said
cause, finds and holds that the same is legally sufficient, and the Court hereby approves the service by
publication and has failed to answer and is in default.

(D)

Now on this
day of
, 20
the above-entitled cause comes on for trial
on its merits, the Petitioner appearing in person, and the Respondent appearing in person. By
agreement of both parties the decree of divorce is entered to the Court, and the Court hereby grants the
divorce of both parties.

The Court, having ordered that the allegations contained in said Divorce Petition be taken as true, and having
examined the files and records in this case and having heard the oral testimony of the Petitioner (and
testimony of witnesses) sworn and examined in open Court, having fully considered the evidence, and being
fully advised in the premises finds
THAT ALL THE MATERIAL FACTS ALLEGED IN PETITIONER’S DIVORCE PETITION ARE TRUE:
(Use the following paragraph that applies to your case and delete other.)

That this Court has jurisdiction to hear this matter in that the Petitioner/Respondent is a
member of the
Tribe/Nation and the Respondent is a member of the
Tribe/Nation (or is a non-Indian and has stipulated to the jurisdiction of this
court by signing a waiver and/or stipulating to this court’s jurisdiction in open court.)

(A)

That the Parties hereto were legally/common law married at
Oklahoma, on
the day of
, 20_________, and have since that time lived as husband
and wife:
(1) That of said marriage, no children have been born or conceived.
(2) That of said marriage,
children have been born, to-wit:

(B)

(C)

That the Petitioner/Respondent is not now pregnant.

(D)

That a state of irreconcilable incompatibility exists between the parties hereto and is such
that an absolute decree of divorce should be awarded to both parties.

(E)

That prior to her marriage to the Petitioner/Respondent, the Petitioner’s/Respondent’s former name
was
, and that her former name should be restored.

(F)

That the Petitioner/Respondent is a fit and proper person to be awarded Primary and Physical
custody of the minor child/children, subject to the Petitioner/Respondent rights of reasonable
visitation, and that the Petitioner/Respondent should be required to pay reasonable child support.

(G)

That the Petitioner and Respondent be awarded joint custody of the minor child(ren)

(H)

The Custodial parent shall open a Child Support case with the Modoc Child Support Office.

In accordance with the Quapaw Nation Resolution No. 0721415-A Section 44, it is ORDERED
that if either Party (hereinafter the relocating Party) intends to move their primary residence or intends
to move the primary residence of the minor child over ninety (90) miles.

a.

The relocating Party shall furnish the following information to the other Party on the terms set
out herein:
1. the intended new address, including specific address, if known;
2. the new mailing address, if not the same;
3. the home telephone number, if known;
4. the date of the intended move or proposed relocation;
5. a brief statement of the specific reasons for the proposed relocation of the child, if applicable; and
6. a proposal for a revised schedule of visitation with the child, if any.

b.

c. A noncustodial parent may contest the relocation within the thirty (30) days of receiving notice of the

custodial parent and child’s relocation. If the noncustodial parent contests the relocation, the court shall
hold a hearing and may issue a temporary order pending a final hearing.

d. The obligation of a Party to give the notices and to provide the information set out herein shall

continue so long as that Party is entitled to custody of, or visitation with, the child covered by this
Order.
e. The failure of a Party to give the notices and provide the information set out herein may result in

further litigation to enforce the order, including contempt of court.
f. The failure of a Party to notify of a relocation of the child may be taken into account in modification of

custody of, visitation with, possession of, or access to, the child. The Court may assess reasonable
attorney fees and costs against a Party who fails to give the required notice.
g. If a Party who receives notices of the intent of the other Party to relocate the residence of the child

does not file, within thirty (30) days of receipt of such notice, a proceeding seeking a temporary or
permanent order to prevent the relocation, the relocation is authorized.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED by the Court that
,
Petitioner therein, be awarded an absolute Decree of Divorce from the Respondent,
,
and the bonds of Matrimony heretofore existing between said parties are hereby dissolved, set aside and held
for naught, and both parties are released there from.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED by the Court that the Petitioner/Respondent be, and
she/he is hereby granted the exclusive care and custody of the minor child/children, the Petitioner/ Respondent is granted
rights of visitation with said child/children at reasonable times and under reasonable conditions; and the
Petitioner/Respondent is ordered and directed to pay as reasonable child support.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED by the Court that the Petitioner be and he/she is
hereby awarded as his/her sole and separate property, free and clear of any claims, rights, or interest whatsoever of
the Respondent, his/her personal effects and belongings and the following:

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED by the Court that the Respondent be and he/ she is

hereby awarded as his/her sole and separate property, free and clear of any claims, rights, or interest whatsoever of the
Petitioner, his/her personal effects and belongings and the following:

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED by the Court that the Petitioner/Respondent be, and
she is restored to her former name of
.
IT IS SO ORDERED.

_____________________________________________

JUDGES SIGNATURE

Sample Holiday Schedule
Precedence: The holiday schedule shall take precedence over vacation periods and vacation
periods shall take precedence over regular timeshare periods.
Holidays: the parents will share holidays based on the following schedule, with residential time
to begin upon the release of school for the holiday period and continue until the morning school
resumes following the holiday. During summer/track breaks, the following weekend holiday
time will begin on Friday at _____ p.m. and continue until ________ a.m. on Monday following
the holiday. For the single day holidays, schedule will begin after school {or if school is not in
session at 8:00a.m.} and continue until the next morning at 8:00 a.m., or when school begins.
Odd Year
Martin Luther King Day or Weekend
President Day: Day or Weekend
Mother’s Day Weekend
Memorial Day weekend
Father’s Day Weekend
Independence Day
Labor Day weekend
Halloween Day
Veteran’s Day
Thanksgiving Day or Week
Christmas Eve Day
Christmas Day
New Year’s Day

Mom
Dad
Mom
Mom
Dad
Dad
Mom
Dad
Mom
Dad
Mom
Dad
Mom

Even Year
Dad
Mom
Mom
Dad
Dad
Mom
Dad
Mom
Dad
Mom
Dad
Mom
Dad

Birthdays:
The parents will share birthdays based on the schedule set forth below. The birthday schedule
will begin after school on the birthday, {or if school is not in session at 8:00 a.m.} and continue
until the morning following the birthday at 8:00 a.m., or when school begins. The designated
parent shall be entitled to have all the parties’ children in his/her care during the birthday period.

Mother’s Birthday
Father’s Birthday
Child(rens)

Odd Year

Even Year

Mom
Dad
Mom

Mom
Dad
Dad

This is just a sample, please provide a Holiday schedule that best fits the parties’ request.

